How to keep your finances
safe

Keeping your finances safe 1s essential for financial
stability and peace of mind. With the increasing number of
cyber-attacks and financial scams play casinoclic casino en
ligne games at the reliable sites , it is important to take
proactive measures to protect your finances. Here are some
pointers to keep your money secure:

Create Strong Passwords

Use a combination of letters, numbers, and symbols to create
strong passwords for your online banking and financial
accounts. Refrain from using the same password across numerous
accounts, and change it frequently.

Monitor Your Accounts

Check your bank and credit card statements often for any
questionable activity or 1illicit purchases. Inform your
banking institution immediately of any fraudulent activity.

Be Wary of Scams

Be cautious of emails, phone calls, or texts from unknown
sources requesting personal or financial information about
online casino games. Don’t open attachments or click on links
coming from unfamiliar sources. Always verify the authenticity
of any requests before providing any personal or financial
information.
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Use Two-Factor Authentication

Enable two-factor authentication for your online banking and
financial accounts, which adds an extra layer of security by
requiring a code in addition to your password to access your
accounts.

Protect Your Devices

Use antivirus and anti-malware software on your devices to
protect against cyber-attacks. Keep your devices and software
up to date with the latest security patches and updates.

Secure Your Wi-Fi

Secure your home Wi-Fi network with a strong password and
encryption. Avoid using public Wi-Fi networks to access
financial accounts, as they are often unsecured and can be
easily hacked.

Shred Sensitive Documents

Shred any sensitive financial documents, such as bank
statements and credit card statements, before disposing of
them. This can prevent identity theft and financial fraud.

In conclusion

Keeping your finances safe requires proactive measures and
caution. By creating strong passwords, monitoring your
accounts, being wary of scams, wusing two-factor
authentication, protecting your devices, securing your Wi-Fi,
and shredding sensitive documents, you can minimize the risk
of financial fraud and cyber-attacks. Remember to regularly
review your financial accounts and report any suspicious
activity immediately to your financial institution.



Why does a company need a
financial report?

A financial report is a comprehensive document that provides
an overview of a company’s financial performance over a given
period. It includes information such as revenues, expenses,
profits, assets, liabilities, and cash flow. In this article,
we will explore the importance of a financial report for a
company.

Transparency and Accountability

A financial report provides transparency and accountability to
a company’s stakeholders, including shareholders, investors,
creditors, and regulators. It demonstrates that the company is
following best practices and that the management 1is
accountable for the company’s financial performance.

Decision Making

A financial report provides valuable information for decision-
making. It helps management make informed decisions about
investments, budgeting, and strategic planning. It also helps
investors evaluate the company’s financial health and make
investment decisions.


https://www.frugalgardening.com/why-does-a-company-need-a-financial-report.html
https://www.frugalgardening.com/why-does-a-company-need-a-financial-report.html

Regulatory Compliance

A financial report is often required by regulatory
authorities, such as the Securities and Exchange Commission
(SEC), to ensure that a company is complying with financial
reporting standards. Failure to comply with these standards
can result in penalties and damage to the company’s
reputation.

Investor Relations

A financial report is an essential tool for building investor
relations. It provides information about the company’s
financial health, which can help attract new investors and
retain existing ones. It also provides insight into the best
australian pokies online company’s growth prospects and helps
investors make informed decisions.

Benchmarking

A financial report allows a company to benchmark its financial
performance against its competitors and industry standards.
This information can be used to identify areas of strength and
weakness and develop strategies to improve performance.

Strategic Planning

A financial report is an essential tool for strategic planning
click here if you would like an online gaming plan. It
provides information about the company’s financial health,
which can help management make decisions about investments,
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mergers, acquisitions, and divestitures. It also provides
insight into the company’s growth prospects, which can help
develop long-term strategic plans.

In conclusion, a financial report is critical for a company’s
success. It provides transparency and accountability, supports
decision-making, ensures regulatory compliance, builds
investor relations, facilitates benchmarking, and supports
strategic planning. By preparing and distributing a
comprehensive financial report, a company can demonstrate its
commitment to financial transparency and accountability, and
build trust with its stakeholders.

How to Design and Plan Your
Dream Greenhouse Or Shed

A greenhouse is a fantastic way to grow your plants and
vegetables. It provides the right <conditions for
photosynthesis, the process whereby plants use sunlight to
make food in their leaves.

Greenhouses are great for growing plants in the winter and can
be used for many different types of horticulture. However, it
is essential to remember that the plastic or glass that makes
up most of a greenhouse can trap too much heat during the day.

Size

Greenhouses or sheds are great ways to claim a unique space on
your property. It could be a place to work out, enjoy the
peace or even serve as an office.
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Regardless of its use, you want to ensure it’s the right size
for your needs. This means considering the space you need to
grow and cultivate your plants and room for storage or
furniture.

Generally, a greenhouse should be at least 6ft wide to allow
enough room for the plants and staging on both sides; 8ft is
better. A longer greenhouse will also provide more window
space for solar gain, which is essential to getting your
plants the perfect environment.

Lighting

Whether you’re designing a greenhouse or shed for your
backyard, you must have a few essential lighting fixtures and
accessories. The proper lighting can make gardening more
accessible, reduce energy consumption and help you harvest the
best fruits and vegetables.

Consider the light you need when choosing your greenhouse or
shed lighting fixtures. Knowing the lux or lumens required is
an essential first step, and then you can calculate how many
bulbs are needed to illuminate your space.

LEDs are a popular choice for greenhouse lighting, as they
offer bright and efficient solutions that a simple switch can
control. However, they can produce deep shadows, which can be
a distraction when working in close quarters. Use LEDs with
directional light to minimize this effect.

Plants

Whether you plan to grow fruits and vegetables or add a touch
of elegance to your home, the right plants make all the
difference. You’'llYou’'ll also need greenhouse accessories like
doors and vents to help control the temperature inside and
make the growing process more efficient.



A greenhouse 1is a workplace, so benches and shelves are
necessary. They allow you to keep tools and small equipment
within easy reach without cluttering the space.

For added convenience, you can install a watering system. This
programmable irrigation system helps you save time and water
by delivering the exact amount of water your plants need when
they need it.

Furniture

A well-designed greenhouse or shed can enhance your gardening
experience in several ways. It can help protect delicate
plants from the elements and keep your favorite fruit and
vegetables alive and healthy.

To be effective, it needs to have a robust and sturdy
structure, which requires solid framing. Its framing material
might be a wood, metal pipe, or plastic piping.

You also need to choose a roof covering for your greenhouse or
shed, especially if you 1live in an area with frequent
snowfall. The best roofing material will have a low thermal
conductivity, a high 1light-transmitting factor, and 1is
aesthetically pleasing. Other factors to consider include roof
slope, freeboard, and gutters. Lastly, consider ventilation
options like hinged roof vents and side vents.

Accessories

Accessories are a great way to complete the design and plan of
your dream greenhouse or shed. These accessories can be
anything from plant tables and potting benches to shade cloths
for the roof.

One of the most prevalent greenhouse accessories is a plant
table optimized for airflow. It’s a convenient gardening tool
and can store plants you’re not growing.


https://www.eenewseurope.com/en/gap-filler-pad-boosts-thermal-conductivity/
https://www.eenewseurope.com/en/gap-filler-pad-boosts-thermal-conductivity/

Another popular greenhouse accessory is a potting bench built
for convenience and storage. It’s a perfect solution for any
gardener who loves to grow food.

Top 8 Edible Plants You Can
Grow 1n Winter
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When temperatures start to drop, many people think gardening
has to stop. That’s not true. Here are the top 8 edible plants
you can grow in winter.



Tons of edible plants can survive winter temperatures, rain,
and poor soil drainage conditions. And purple varieties, in
particular, contain a compound (anthocyanin) that helps
prevent root rot in wet soils.

Below, I have divided the vegetables into ultra-hardy and
semi-hardy categories. Ultra-hardy plants can survive heavy
frosts and temperatures below 28[]. Semi-hardy plants can
survive light frosts and temperatures between 28-32].

Ultra-Hard Vegetables

Spinach — Growing spinach in the winter may result in sweeter
leaves. This 1is because the plant produces more sugar and
stores it in the vascular network in the leaves. It keeps the
plant from experiencing freeze damage.

Garlic — Garlic is more adapted to cold weather, so fall-
planted crops need much less care than spring-planted crops.
The bulbs also grow bigger since the soil conditions are
optimum. Also, choose hardneck varieties as they do better in
the winter than softneck varieties.

Rhubarb — Rhubarb is a cold-loving plant and doesn’t grow well
in warmer temperatures. In fact, temperatures must be under
40[] for the perennial to come out of its dormancy. Also, only
the leaf stalks of the plant are edible, so don’t eat the
leaves.

Austrian Winter Pea — Easy to grow in large quantities, you
can cut off young shoots for salads and stirfry or wait until
they develop pods around springtime. And these peas are
nitrogen fixers which means they can use nitrogen from the air
to produce nitrogen compounds that increase nitrogen levels in
the soil.



Semi-Hard Veggies

Beets — Beets will go to seed if the temperatures get too
cold, so do your best to harvest them before hard frosts
(under 28[]). However, growing your beets 1in cooler
temperatures of fall and winter will result in sweeter beets
because the roots store sugar to help prevent freeze damage.

Parsnip — Parsnips are another vegetable that gets sweeter
when left in the soil over winter. And it is easiest to grow
them from seed, but the seeds do not germinate well if they
are more than a year old, so get fresh seeds every year.

Lettuce — Lettuces come in wide varieties and colors, so you
can probably find tasty varieties that you can grow in your
winter climate. Many gardeners use cold frames or hoop houses
to negate the slower growth rate of winter.

Cabbage — Cabbage is a cool weather crop which means it does
well in cool weather, but if you want to grow it in a frigid
climate, you may need to add some protection from the cold
like mulch, covering the heads, or a cold frame or hoop house.

Conclusion

Because temperatures are low and the sunlight is limited,
growing winter gardens means your plants will show a slower
growth rate than growing these plants in the spring or fall.
Be patient and consistent, and spring could bring a sweet
harvest!

These were the top 8 edible plants you can grow in winter.
What do you like to grow in the winter? Leave me a comment
below to start a conversation!




Gift Exchange Ideas With
Fellow Gardeners
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Giving gardeners thoughtful and useful gifts is easy! I will

provide you with a few ideas for great gifts for fellow
gardeners so you can find a touching gift for the important
gardener in your life (even if that’s you!).

Multitools

Multitools are a small collection of tools that usually fold
into a rectangular shape and easily fit into your pocket. They
typically include cutting implements like scissors, knives,
and saws but can also have small hammers and simple
screwdrivers.

These make great gifts for gardeners because we often need all
those tools in the garden, and having one you can fit in your
pocket means you can always find it.
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Jackets/Aprons

Gardening jackets and aprons make great gifts because they are
extra durable and have pockets that are made to carry heavy or
delicate things.

They are usually made of canvas to protect your skin and
clothes, though you can get them in other materials like
denim. You can even get them customized with names or for
tasks like gathering eggs.

Gloves

Gardening gloves provide protection from dirt, thorns, roots,
and insects. And they are easily lost.

There are many patterns, and you can get different ones
designed for other uses, like aerating soil, pruning, or
preventing calluses.

T-Shirts

T-Shirts are always fun gifts because you can browse through
endless designs, shapes, and colors until you find the perfect
one.

Cups

It is important to stay hydrated during gardening, so water
bottles and cups are useful, and you can find cute gardening-
related graphics or sayings. These can also be personalized to
add more thought to the gift.

Hats

Headwear helps ward off sunburn on our faces and necks and
helps keep us cool. They are another gift that you can pick



the perfect graphic or pithy statement.

Handbaskets

Baskets make great gifts because they can be instrumental in
the garden to help carry harvests or supplies and make great
home decor.

They come in various materials, shapes, and sizes so that you
can find the perfect one.

Subscription Boxes

Consider a subscription box if you are looking for something
that keeps the gifting going all year.

Small boxes are delivered to their home once a month. Each box
has a theme and includes tools, seeds, or supplies and
instructions on how to achieve the goal of the box.

And you can pick boxes that do different things than just
vegetable gardening. You can pick houseplants, flowers, or
even heirloom seeds to spice things up.

Magazine Subscriptions

Old-fashioned magazine subscriptions make a great gift, too.
And you can choose digital options if the receiver of the gift
prefers.

Conclusion

Did you enjoy these ideas for gift ideas for gardeners? What
would you add?

Read More:

Tips to Prevent Winter Plant Damage — Frugal Gardening
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Winter Garden Tasks — Frugal Gardening

5 Ways to Reduce Water Usage in the Garden

What to Do if You Forgot to Cancel a Trial Subscription

Gardens Add Life and Equity
to Your Home

When it comes to investing in a new home, the one word you
always want to keep in mind is equity. The more equity you
build up in your home the more valuable it will be should you
decide to sell one day.

Or, part of your retirement plan might include applying for
reverse mortgage. If you're 62 or older, you can tap into all
that equity you’ve been growing by paying your monthly
mortgage on time. If approved, you can receive your proceeds
in one lump sum payment or equal monthly disbursements.

To find out more on how a reverse mortgage works just click on
this link: https://reverse.mortgage/how-does-it-work.

But if you’re still a decade or two away from retirement and
you're looking for new and unique, if not healthy, ways to
increase the value of your home, go no further than your own
backyard. Studies have shown that growing a garden is a
beneficial and vibrant way to add equity to your home. It also
provides you with a healthy lifestyle.

According to a recent article by Gardeningetc.com, gardens not
only make your home more appealing to potential buyers, it
virtually guarantees they will be give you a nicer offer for
it. During the recent pandemic, gardens proved to be an
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invaluable way to spend your home lockdown time while building
something that was both creative, beautiful, and in the case
of a vegetable garden, nutritious.

Presently, the people who took the time and effort to grow a
garden during the pandemic are now reaping the financial
rewards when it comes time to sell their home.

Garden Growth Study

A new study conducted by AA has discovered that growing a
garden on a portion of your property will potentially increase
its value by an average of 5 percent. This proves a
substantial financial add-on to already increasing home values
in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. The study was said to
examine properties with and without gardens in more than 30
cities and towns where gardens seem to be valued the most.

Also, the study examined three-bedroom homes without gardens
and compared them to homes with gardens, then looked at what
the sellers were charging for each. Sellers that contained
gardens and stunning landscaping on their property were
getting upwards of seven to 15 percent more per offer
depending upon where the property was located.

But In the Big City

Says Gardeningetc.com, properties located in the big city (in
this case, London), went for less money than properties
without gardens. This came as a surprise to those in charge of
the study since it would seem those living and working in a
largely urban environment would appreciate a garden, no matter
how humble.

However, the study indicated that because of the spike 1in
price for newly constructed penthouses and flats, the price
add-on for a garden became inconsequential. In fact, London
ranked as the city where a garden added the least amount of
money to new housing for sale.



Why People Love Their Gardens

Despite the extra value a garden can give your home, it'’s
vital to know why homeowners with green thumbs love their
gardens so much. A recent survey found that more than 50
percent of people who possess gardens on their property spent
a great deal of time maintaining them during the pandemic
lockdowns. The information varies from town to town, but,
gardening is good for the body and good for the soul.

It also helps that when making their gardens better, bigger,
and more productive, homeowners fully realize they are
investing in their property. They are increasing its value
upwards of 15 percent in some cases.

While urban prices don’t increase all that much due to a
garden, people who lived with gardens previously are willing
to shell out extra money for a small garden in the city. For
them, gardening is as much a hobby as it is a healthy way of
life.

Your First Garden

Gardeningetc.com states that if you’re planning your first
garden, it helps to contact a designer who will plan your new
backyard and who also work directly with a contractor who can
provide the initial work. Gardens aren’t just about growing
things. They are all about recreating your backyard space,
including new landscaping. Of course, you can always DIY the
project also.

But if you go with professionals to plan and build your first
garden, you can expect to pay around $10,000. But you will
more than make up for this fee when it comes time to sell your
home, or when you apply for a reverse mortgage come retirement
age.



Winter Garden Tasks
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Even if you are not growing a winter garden, you can still
plenty of winter garden tasks.

do


https://www.frugalgardening.com/what-to-plant-in-your-fall-or-winter-garden.html

Winter garden chores can be split into planning and chores.

Planning

Winter is an excellent time to plan your next year’s garden.
Planning your garden is split to into these steps.

Inventory

Before you list things you want to grow, you should organize
what you have. This includes seeds, fertilizers, soil
amendments, pest/fungus control products, stakes, tape,
watering equipment, seed starting equipment, etc.

Planning and prepping for your garden will be much easier and
more precise when you have all this information.

Knowing precisely what you have will help you save time and
money by preventing last-minute trips to the store or buying
too much of one product.

Goals

Using your inventory, you can list what you’d like to grow.

It is a good idea to draw out how your garden will look to
double-check spacing needs.

This will prevent you from buying too many plants or seeds.

Winter Garden Chores

Winter garden chores will help you prepare for spring planting
by ensuring your soil and tools are in prime condition.

Soil Test

In the early winter, test your soil for nutrients and pH.



That way, you have the ability to amend your soil with proper
timing for it to acclimate without being a hazard to your
plants. Things like agricultural lime and certain fertilizers
must be applied several months before you plant in the soil to
give the amendments time to break down into concentrations
that won’t harm plant roots.

Brush Removal

Winter is a great time to remove any remaining brush from your
garden.

Doing this will also remove any insects that are overwintering
in it and any plants that have fungal or bacterial infections.

This practice contributes to a healthy spring garden.

If you have a safe space, you can burn the brush and then add
the ashes back into your soil to boost carbon, potassium,
magnesium, and calcium levels.

Garden Tool Maintenance

Use winter downtime to sharpen blades and repair or replace
worn tools.

This can include sharpening tiller blades, shovels, spades,
and other cutting tools. It also includes oiling trimmers and
other tools.

Amend your Soil

You can amend your soil in several ways during the winter to
ensure it is ready for spring planting.

Compost

Adding compost in the winter will give it time to break down
in the soil. This means the nutrients will be available
immediately when you plant in the spring.



Mulch

Consider covering your garden with pine needles or fallen
leaves. It will help keep the soil warm, protect any present
roots, and prevent weeds from growing.

Then in the spring, you can just till them into the soil, and
they will act as fertilizer.

Conclusion

Winter is a perfect time to get some organization and planning
done. And it is the best time to get your soil in tip-top
shape and ensure your tools are in excellent condition.

What winter garden tasks do you do?
Read More:

Tips to Prevent Winter Plant Damage

What to Plant in your Fall or Winter Garden

You Need to Mulch Trees for the Winter: Here's Why

Good Bugs for the Garden
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How much gardening media is consumed with pest control topics?
Gardening store shelves are filled with pesticides, and
organic gardening books are full of tactics to beat bugs with




more natural tools. But having a bug-free garden is a bad
thing. Here are some good bugs for the garden.

Why are Bugs Beneficial to a
Garden?

Your garden is an ecosystem that relies on healthy soil. And
bugs play a massive part in maintaining the soil. So much so
that some soil scientists argue that invertebrate life can
indicate healthy soil. Bugs can add organic matter to the
soil, increase aeration, change the pH, increase drainage, and
even deter other bugs from coming into your garden.

What Bugs are Good for the Garden?

Of course, there are some bugs you want to keep out of the
garden, but what invertebrates are beneficial for the garden?

Worms

They eat all the organic matter that falls to the ground and
becomes incorporated into the soil. This means they take
nutrients that plants can’t use and turn them into something
they can. They also aerate the soil as they move through it.
This can bring much need oxygen into the soil and increase the
area’s drainage. If you start working in the soil and notice
the soil is gathered into tiny little pebbles, you probably
have a good amount of worms in the ground.

If you want to bring more worms into your garden, you can buy
them and introduce them. But please be careful. Buy worms that
are native to your area so they will be adapted to live in the
area. For North America, the most popular type is Red Wigglers
(Eisenia Foetida).
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Wolf Spiders

Wolf spiders get big and are quite capable of giving you a
scare when you find one in the garden. But you have nothing to
fear.

They will not hurt the plants or you and are not venomous. But
they are predators that live on the ground without a web and
will eat the bugs in your garden that will eat your plants. So
they are like free pest control. And in the fall, you may see
a mother wolf spider carrying dozens of babies on her back. It
was pretty shocking the first time I saw it, but it is a great
way to know they were doing their job and eating plenty of
pests.

Garden Spiders

These are typically big, bright yellow, and black in North
America. They spin webs to trap pests to eat them. They are
usually very calm and fun to watch while spinning their webs.

Lady Bugs

Lady bugs (not to be confused with Asian Lady Beetles) eat
aphids, and they do it aggressively. They eat scale,
mealybugs, mites, eggs, and other soft-body invertebrates. To
make your garden place ladybugs want to be, you should plant
things with yellow or white flowers like dill, cilantro,
fennel, or chives.

Conclusion

If you’re looking to create a healthy and thriving garden, you
need to welcome good bugs into the mix. These beneficial
insects will help keep harmful pests in check, while also
pollinating your plants and providing other important
services. So don’'t be afraid to let them in — your garden will
be all the better for it.
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Read More:

Could I Make Money With Worm Farming? — Frugal Gardening

Ladybugs Versus Asian Lady Beetles — Frugal Gardening

7 Garden Inspection Tasks for Thriving Plants — Frugal

Gardening

Cheap Ways to Improve Garden
Soil
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Soil is the heart of your garden. And if we want to keep our
gardens healthy and producing plenty, it’'s essential to care
for the soil diligently. Here are some practical and cheap




ways to improve garden soil.

Fertilizer

When people think of improving soil, they most often think of
adding fertilizer. This is because plants pull nutrients out
of the soil, so we must put them back. There are 2 ways to add
fertilizer: organic matter and inorganic fertilizers.

Organic Matter

Adding organic matter means adding products from living things
into your soil. Some common ways of doing this include adding
compost, manure, blood/bone meal, or seaweed-based fertilizer.

Inorganic Fertilizers

You can also use inorganic products. You can buy these at any
gardening store. And they come in all kinds of varieties, like
succulent, for encouraging blooms, fruits, or houseplants.

Soil Amendments

Nutrients are just 1 facet of keeping soil healthy. Paying
attention to several soil characteristics like pH and
permeability/drainage 1is essential.

Soil pH

Soil pH is a measure of the soil'’s acidity. For example, you
need acid soil to grow blueberries, corn, cucumbers, and
onions.

How to Lower Soil pH

The easiest way to lower soil pH is to add sulfur, which you
can find at garden supply stores. How much sulfur you need is
determined by how much you need to lower the pH, so it’s a
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good idea to start with a pH test. Then you work it evenly
into the soil according to the package directions. Be sure to
wear protective gear as indicated. Be sure to give a 1 month’s
break between adding sulfur and planting. If you do not, you
will burn the roots of your plants.

How to Raise Soil pH

Adding agricultural lime, or simply lime is the go-to way to
raise soil pH. Lime is ground-up limestone. Like lowering the
pH, you need to start with a soil test to add the proper
amount of lime. Then work it into the soil until evenly
distributed. Allow at least 2 months, ideally 3, between
treatment and planting to ensure enough time for the lime to
neutralize the acid.

Permeability

The rate at which water moves through the soil is an integral
part of growing healthy gardens. If water moves too fast, it
may not be absorbed by the plant and leech nutrients away.If
it drains too slowly, it can cause root rot and encourage
fungal growth.

Improving Permeability

There are several cheap ways of improving the permeability of
your soil.

Sand

Sand is a cheap way to make soil drain. How much and how fine
the sand needs to be depends on what your soil is composed of.

Manure

You can aged manure to increase your soil’s permeability.

Mulch

An excellent way to prevent water loss from the soil is to



keep the soil mulched. It will also make the soil cooler and
prevent weeds from growing.

Conclusion

Growing delicious food starts with caring for your soil. So
what do you add to it?

Read More:

5+ Cheap Ways To Make Soil More Acidic

5 Things To Consider When Recycling Soil

Why You Should Test Your Soil

How to Keep Gardening from
Being Boring
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Most of the time, growing a kitchen garden is a somewhat
predictable task.



Many people grow the same things year after year. And that’s
great because it means they eat something they love that are
nutritious and delicious.

But I encourage people to grow at least one new or challenging
thing each year.

Growing an Adventure

You might be thinking, why should I mess with success?

Don’t. I am not encouraging you to change what you are doing
completely. I want you to explore.

Explore what?

The whole of food. What we plant and eat is a tiny sampling of
the food world.

Do you love turnips? Why not grow kohlrabi? Both come from
Brassica species, wild mustards, but kohlrabi is an Asian
variety instead of a European one.

Do you love potatoes? Did you know that South America’s Incas
of the Andes Mountains domesticated potatoes and ate hundreds
of varieties that came in tons of different colors like purple
and blue?

The same goes for carrots. They come in tons of colors like
red, yellow, and purple.

Why Grow New Things?

Besides being fun, there is a few reasons to grow new things.

The Challenge

Challenges make you grow. They teach you new skills and can
help keep your body and brain healthy.



Growing new things will expose to you new diseases, pests, and
gardening techniques. These may bring frustration, but that 1is
necessary to learn.

Cool Things

Plant genetics are really cool.

You can cross a lot of fruit and vegetable hybrids to get new
varieties. For example, plumerries are crosses between plums
and cherries that taste like a big cherry.

And you can get things like fasciation, a genetic condition
that causes elongated growth. It can make flowers that
normally circles to become ovals. And it causes cacti to
become ribbon like instead of cylindrical.

You will find the plant world is full of beautiful colors and
heavenly smells, even when it comes to a kitchen garden.

New Tastes

You will also get to taste new things, learn new recipes, and
master new cooking techniques.

You can choose to grow things from all over the world and
experience food from different cultures.

You can also choose to seek out native edible plants that are
disappearing from cultural use, like pokeweed.

Or you could grow new varieties of old favorites like yellow
watermelons or lemon cucumbers.

Community Perks

There are couple of community perks to growing something
unique.

First, I know a lot of gardeners who love to trade extra


https://mastergardener.extension.wisc.edu/files/2015/12/fasciation.pdf
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crops. And bringing something exotic or different is always
fun.

Second, you can also use growing something adventurous as a
way to learn about your community and it’'s food traditions.

You can find other people interested in growing traditional
foods by finding a local seed library. Seed libraries allow
you to check out seeds, grow the plants, and return seeds at
the best time. My local public library hosts one.

Conclusion

If you could grow anything, regardless of climate, what would
you grow? I would love to grow a banana tree and a cocoa tree.

Read More:

Gardens Add Life and Equity to Your Home

Good Bugs for the Garden

4 Ways to Autumn-ify Your Garden on a Budget
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