The 10 Biggest Scams
Happening Right Now and How
to Avoid Them

In today’s digital age, scammers are 1increasingly
sophisticated, using advanced technology and psychological
tactics to deceive people. Here are the ten biggest scams
currently making the rounds, along with comprehensive advice
on how to protect yourself.

1. AI-Powered Scams
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Scammers are now utilizing artificial intelligence to enhance
traditional scams, making them more convincing and harder to
detect. They employ AI to generate natural-sounding phishing
emails and text messages, create deepfake videos of
celebrities endorsing fraudulent schemes, and impersonate
friends or relatives in distress, manipulating emotions to
solicit money or personal information. The seamlessness with
which AI can mimic reality makes these scams particularly
dangerous. To safegquard against these, scrutinize digital
communications for authenticity and verify through direct,
secure channels before taking action.

2. Student Loan Forgiveness Scams
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Amidst changing policies and widespread discussion about
student 1loan forgiveness, scammers have found a prime
opportunity to exploit those in debt. They use official-
sounding calls or create fake websites to gather personal and
banking information, often promising loan forgiveness 1in
exchange for upfront fees or confidential information. The key
to avoiding these scams 1is to remember that legitimate
government programs never require payment for application or
assistance, and all official correspondence will come from
known government or educational institution emails.

3. Credit and Financial Aid Scams



These scams prey on individuals seeking financial relief
through loans, credit repair, or scholarships. Scammers offer
guaranteed loans or aid in exchange for a fee, steal personal
information for identity theft, or provide worthless services
that leave victims worse off. To avoid these scams, be wary of
any service that requires payment upfront, guarantees success,
or uses high-pressure tactics. Always research companies and
offers thoroughly before engaging.

4. Virtual Celebrity Scams



Taking advantage of the parasocial relationships fans have
with celebrities, scammers 1impersonate stars or their
representatives to solicit money, claiming the celebrity is in
a financial bind. These scams often begin on social media or
via direct messages, gradually building trust before making
the ask. Fans should remember that real celebrities rarely, if
ever, reach out to fans for personal financial help. Always
verify the authenticity of such communications and never send
money or personal information.

5. Sophisticated Grandparent Scams



This longstanding scam has evolved, with perpetrators now
setting up elaborate schemes, including fake call centers, to
convince elderly individuals that a grandchild is in legal
trouble and needs money for bail. They often follow up with a
supposed attorney or law enforcement official to lend
credibility. To protect loved ones, encourage them to always
verify such claims directly with family members through known
contact methods and to be skeptical of requests made with
urgency or secrecy.

6. Social Media Scams



Social media platforms are hotbeds for various scams,
including romance scams, where fake profiles woo victims into
financial help, and account takeover fraud, where your account
is hijacked to solicit your contacts or steal further
information. Staying safe on social media requires a critical
eye towards unexpected friend requests, too-good-to-be-true
romantic advances, and unsolicited financial advice or
opportunities. Always secure accounts with strong, unique
passwords and enable two-factor authentication.

7. Payday Loan Scams
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In urgent need of cash, individuals may fall victim to payday
loan scams, where fraudulent offers promise easy access to
money with malicious intent. These scams often involve
collecting application fees or personal information under the
guise of securing a loan. It’'s crucial to research lenders
thoroughly, never share sensitive information impulsively, and
remember that legitimate lenders will conduct credit checks
and require loan agreements.

8. False Job Advertisements



With the rise of remote work, fake job postings have become a
standard method for scammers to collect personal information
or money from job seekers. These postings or recruitment
emails often mimic actual companies and offer attractive
positions, requesting personal information or payment for
training and supplies. Job seekers should verify job postings
directly through the company’'s official website or HR
department and be cautious of offers that seem too good to be
true.

9. Child Identity Theft



Children’s clean credit slates make them prime targets for
identity theft, where scammers open accounts or commit fraud
in a child’s name. This crime can go undetected for years,
creating significant issues when the child comes of age.
Parents should monitor their children’'s credit reports, be
cautious when sharing their Social Security numbers, and
educate their children about the importance of privacy and
security online.

10. Zelle, Venmo, and Cash App
Scams



The convenience of peer-to-peer payment apps also comes with
risks, as scammers trick users into sending money under false
pretenses, like overpayment scams or fake fraud alerts. Since
these transactions are often irreversible, treating them with
the same caution as cash transactions is crucial. Verify any
requests for money through direct, personal communication, and
never click on links in unsolicited messages claiming to be
from these services.

Your Best Defense Against the
Biggest Scams Happening Right Now



In the end, the best defense against these scams 1s awareness
and skepticism. Always verify the authenticity of requests for
personal information or money, and educate yourself and your
loved ones about the types of scams that are currently
prevalent. By staying informed and cautious, you can protect
yourself from falling victim to these ever-evolving schemes.



